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This month we celebrate the Day of the African 

Child at the same time we grieve over the loss of 

one African child.  We present a progress report 

on our work under the Dining for Women grant 

in India.  And please consider contributing to a 

special campaign to construct the Sarthak 

orphanage.  As always, thank you for your 

support!  

 

Day of the African Child” —Freetown, Sierra 

Leone.  By Amanda Ward.   [Amanda is a 

graduate student at Cornell University currently 

interning in Sierra Leone]  Monday, June 16, 

2014 was the Day of the African Child.  This day 

is celebrated to recognize and honor the students 

in South Africa that participated in the Soweto 

Uprising.  On June 16, 1976, in Soweto, about ten 

thousand 

black 

school 

children 

marched 

in a 

column 

more than 

half a mile 

long, 

protesting 

the poor 

quality of their education and demanding their 

right to be taught in their own language.  

Hundreds of young students were shot during this 

march and more than a hundred people were 

killed and over a thousand were injured in the 

following two weeks due to protests.  In 1991, the 

Organization for African Unity initiated the Day 

of the African Child as an event during which 

each year on June 16
th

, governments, NGOs, and 

international organizations gather to discuss the 

challenges and opportunities facing the full 

realization of the rights of children in Africa.   

Sierra Leone celebrates the day 

with workshops, dramas, 

conferences, celebrations, and 

other events.  This year the 

Ministry of Social Welfare, 

Gender and Children Affairs 

hosted a conference in Port Loko 

in which they had invited children 

from 14 districts around Sierra 

Leone and held workshops, 

speakers, entertainment, a march, 

and a speech writing competition.  

 

Unforgotten-Sierra Leone also held a small 

celebration. We invited all 20 girls from both of 

our project sites along with their teachers and 

cooks to our offices on Garawani Street; this was 

the first time the girls from each site would meet 

each other.   

 

The girls 

arrived with 

smiles amid 

the bright 

colors of 

their African 

dresses and 

their best 

clothes. 

Many put on jewelry and made sure they looked 

their very best for the occasion.  Most of these 

girls had never been on a field trip before, so they 

were very excited for this opportunity.  We held a 

scavenger hunt around the property for candy, as 

well as an academic competition between the 

girls from Kissy and those from Kingtom; which 

included arithmetic, the alphabet, penmanship, 

days of the week and months of the year.  It was a 

close match but Kissy beat Kingtom 9 to 8.  Of 

course Kingtom has demanded a rematch and we 

will be sure to hold another competition for them 

Amanda celebrating Day of the African Child 

in Freetown at the UNFF-Sierra Leone office 

http://www.unforgotten.org/


 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE UNFORGOTTEN: JUNE 2014 

 

Working towards the 

 UN Millennium 

Development Goals: 

 
www.unforgotten.org                                                                2 | P a g e  

 

P

a

g

e

 

|

 

2

 

in the future.  The girls showed off their clothing 

and dancing skills in catwalks and dancing games. 

The day ended with both of the schools 

presenting songs they had learned in honor of 

Day of the Africa Child. 

 

Of course, this day is not merely about fun, food, 

games, and sweets.  It also holds a much deeper 

meaning especially for our girls.  The children in 

South Africa fought and died for their right to an 

education years ago—today that fight goes on in 

many forms.  With your support, our girls, their 

mothers, and our Charity staff, are fighting for the 

education of the socially marginalized and 

extremely poor wastepicker community.  Our 

girls have big dreams of becoming pilots, 

engineers, doctors, magistrates, nurses, bank 

managers, and lawyers.  However, they realize 

that these dreams can only come true with hard 

work and study.   We challenged the girls to go 

home and tell their mothers that they need to 

study, that they promise to study hard so they can 

take care of their family and community in the 

future.  

 

For me (Amanda Ward), this day held bittersweet 

feelings.  I am so proud of the girls and what they 

have accomplished in just a few short months.  

We have three girls at Kingtom that are learning 

at class 2 and 3 levels and will be ready to start at 

private schools this fall.  However, what this day 

is meant to commemorate—a fair and equal 

education for everyone—is still a long way off in 

the future.  There are countless girls in the 

communities around Freetown that have never 

been to school and probably never will attend.  It 

is a reminder that the Millennium Development 

Goals didn’t just begin in 2000, we have been 

fighting for these basic rights since long before 

that, and we must still continue to fight for them.  

 

Yet, it is also a reminder of the amazing work 

that UNFF is undertaking by helping some of 

these children realize opportunities that they 

never had before.  I can see it in the communities 

as I visit the mothers and look around at their 

neighbors; this organization is providing a rare 

chance at hope for many of these families.  We 

are seen as a dedicated group of committed 

individuals, working to better the lives of these 

mothers and their daughters.  I hope this work can 

continue and grow and that more smiles can be 

seen on the faces of our girls as they laugh over 

math problems and cheer for their bright futures.       

 

 

 

Our name, “The Unforgotten”, has many 

different meanings.  In one sense, we can use 

this Charity as a way to remember those of us 

who have passed, by dedicating our work or a 

gift to their loving memory.  This month, we 

remember Philimon Mwanza.   

 

Once they join our program, children in our 

program are required to stop wastepicking, 

and stop eating food that they find in the 

dumpsites.  We provide meals to the children 

in school.  However, because of financial 

limitations, and to reach more families, we 

support no more than two children per family.  

We provide meal supplements to the 

families—in Zambia we provide maize meal 

monthly.  However, in large families, where 

their resources are extremely limited, facing 

hunger, mothers and children often return to 

the dumpsite secretly to find food to eat.    

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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Remembrance of Philimon Mwanza: 

Unforgotten—Lusaka, Zambia.  By Rabecca 

Musonda-Machiya.  [Rabecca is our Country 

Director in Zambia]   

 

Priscilla Lungu is one 

of the mothers in our 

program.  Also in the 

program are her two 

sons Menyani and 

John.  When initial 

screenings and family 

interviews were 

conducted to select 

mothers and children 

for the program, we 

discovered that the father of the family had been 

imprisoned for defiling their first born daughter 

and had infected her with the HIV virus.  Priscilla 

Lungu had 7 children, two of them were seven 

year old twins—Philimon and his twin sister 

(neither were directly in our program). 

 

Philimon Mwanza had something to eat on 

Saturday, May 17, and his mother is unsure from 

where.  After interviewing the family, we 

strongly believe that whatever the child ate must 

have come from the dumpsite and been poisonous.  

Philimon was vomiting continuously for four 

days, until he died on the 21
st
 of May.   

 

In the past, we 

were fortunate 

that children 

suffering from 

acute food 

poisoning 

were brought 

to the hospital 

in time to 

receive urgent medical attention.  His older 

brother John (who is in our program) and Justine 

(another child in our program) survived food 

poisonings because the food from the dumpsite 

was pumped out of their bodies promptly.  

Unfortunately, we were not able to save 

Philimon—he was put to rest of May 23
rd

 2014.  

Members of the community gathered at the 

funeral house to support the family just before the 

burial. 

 

With your support we would like to cover urgent 

medical care expenses—and ensure the mothers 

that they need not hesitate about seeking urgent 

medical care in these life and death situations.    

 

 

Sarthak Orphanage—Pune, India. 

 

Though most of the wastepicker children we 

work with live with their mothers, some are not 

so fortunate.  Some are taken care of by 

grandmothers or aunts.  But in some cases, they 

have no one to turn to.  It is for these orphans, 

that we are planning to raise funds for an 

orphanage in Pune, India—the Sarthak 

Orphanage. 

 

At $70,000 US, 

the cost to 

complete 

construction of  

this orphanage 

is daunting—if 

you would like 

to target a 

donation 

towards this 

endeavor, 

Philemon Mwanza at 5 years 

Philemon with his twin sister and 3 older 

brothers 

Orphans being served meals at Sarthak 

Orphanage 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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Panmala Vasahat 

please contact our India Country Director—Ms. 

Vandana Naik.  She can be reached by email at: 

vandu0900@gmail.com 

 

The orphanage is already up and running, and 

housing children literally found in garbage bins.  

None of these children had been to school before. 

It’s run by Mr. Anil Kudia– the Orphanage 

Director.  Eventually, we expect 300 orphans will 

live there. 

  

Presently the orphanage has a small kitchen, two 

small but separate dormitories for girls and boys, 

separate toilets for girls and boys, a playground 

and some agricultural land to grow vegetables.   

 

The 

children 

have been 

enrolled in 

school, and 

a volunteer 

teacher 

helps them 

with their 

studies.  

Many of these children also have medical issues 

that require rehabilitation—unfortunately some of 

these children have been addicted to street drugs.   

 

 

Progress on Dining for Women Grant—Pune, 

India.  By Mrunalini Pendse, Projects Manager, 

India.  Nearing six months into our work under 

the Dining for Women grant, we are pleased to 

report on the progress we’ve made in Pune. 

 

Background.  Pune City has grown rapidly in the 

last few decades. Its total population is about 4 

million—almost 25% (1 million) live in urban 

slums. Slums are overcrowded, dense areas, 

consisting mostly of immigrants from rural areas. 

We’ve been working in two slum communities 

that engage in wastepicking to earn their 

livelihood: Panmala Vasahat and Rajiv Gandhi 

Nagar on Sinhgad road in Pune City. These 

communities have been selected after 

coordinating with Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari 

Panchayat (KKPKP)—a union of wastepickers 

and our partner in India.   

 

Panmala Vasahat is about 800 households and 

approximately 4000 in population. 

 

 
 

Rajiv Gandhi Nagar is about 270 households and 

1350 in population. 

  

http://www.unforgotten.org/
mailto:vandu0900@gmail.com


 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE UNFORGOTTEN: JUNE 2014 

 

Working towards the 

 UN Millennium 

Development Goals: 

 
www.unforgotten.org                                                                5 | P a g e  

 

P

a

g

e

 

|

 

5

 

Project milestones.   

 With grant funding we’ve hired field 

workers (Shilpa and Priya) from the slum 

communities—girls that had grown up in 

the slums.  They are from Panmala Vasahat 

and their mothers are waste pickers.  With 

grant funding, I (Mrunalini) was also 

brought on board as Projects Manager, and I 

have more than 15 years of experience 

managing projects in social work. 

 We’ve prepared a needs assessment and 

collected information on the families in 

these slums, in order to select mothers and 

girls for the program. 

 We’ve identified 50 families suitable for 

support from the charity—100 girls and 50 

mothers will receive aid under this program. 

 We’ve held many meetings in both the 

communities—asking them what types of 

microenterprises they would like to 

undertake.  We also asked them to think 

about what types of vocational skills 

training they would be interested in. 

 We’ve enrolled 19 girls from Panmala 

Vasahat in nearby schools. The school 

distances range from 1 kilometer to 7 

kilometres. We’ve expended Rs. 18500/- 

($350) for school fees. 

 Apart from the schooling we supported girls 

tutoring. We’ve expended Rs. 49600/- 

($900) for tutoring.  

 Out of 19 sponsored girls, only one girl did 

not appear for the 

annual exams (as she 

got married). The 

other girls have been 

advanced to the next 

grade (for some we are 

still waiting for 

results). 

 The mothers have chosen to learn tailoring as 

part of their skills training.  We enrolled the 

women in Jan Shikshan Sansthan—a program 

of the government’s Human Resource 

Development Ministry.  The training was three 

months long, and 20 women in the community 

took the course in the Panmala community 

centre.  They learned basic tailoring—learning 

how to make clothes for infants, dresses for 

girls, and blouses for ladies.  Twelve women 

performed well enough to take an advanced 

tailoring course for two months.  

 Several of the women bought sewing machines 

and are earning a small income from tailoring.  

With microloans from UNFF, others will also 

purchase sewing machines and start earning.  

 We’ve helped the women form 3 Self-Help 

Groups (SHGs).  Each group nominated 2 

women that will manage a bank account for 

the group.  Microloans have been given to 20 

women from 2 groups. Prior to receiving a 

microloan, each woman submitted a business 

plan.   

 The women have come up with a variety of 

businesses:  

o small shops selling bangles, accessories, 

biscuits, chips, fruits, vegetables, flowers 

o Sewing clothes 

o Providing lunches in boxes (tiffins) 

o Broom making and selling 

o Scrap selling 

o Stationary shop  

 During the children’s summer 

vacation, with the help of social work 

interns from Spain (Alvaro and Ruban), 

we conducted activities for the girls like 

arts and crafts workshops, and field trips.    

We took 20 girls to a nearby garden, and 

provided card paper, pencils and crayons 

and asked them to make drawings.  

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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We fully expect to have 50 mothers and 100 girls 

enrolled in the program in the next few weeks. 

 

Thank you for reading this month’s Notes from 

The Unforgotten, and thank you for making this 

work possible!  Feel free to also take a look at our 

website:  www.unforgotten.org     

 

And we are: www.facebook.com/unforgottenfund 

 

 

Executive Director: 

Amit Kapadia 

amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org 

 

 

THE UNFORGOTTEN 
Headquarters:     

3709 Grosvenor Drive 

Ellicott City, MD, 21042, USA 

443-668-2648 

 

Working towards the  

UN Millennium Development Goals 

 

Providing clean food and water, shelter, 

schooling and a future to mothers and children 

living in extreme poverty 

 
Board of Directors 

Committees 

Madina and Amina AlHarazim, Co-Chairs, Sierra Leone 

Vandana Naik, Chair, India 

Ashley Bratton, Chair, Zambia  

Rame Hemstreet, Chair, Capital Projects 

Sally Brady, Chair, Nepal 

Ashwini Jog, India 

Chang Long Hung, Finance 

Dhriti Nayyar, India 

Rani Varma, India 

 

Officers 

Amit Kapadia, President 

William Wicker, Vice President 

Eeshaan Asaikar, Treasurer 

 

Country Offices 
Zambia 

Rabecca Musonda, Projects Manager 

Kangwa Chewe, Social Worker 

Alex Machiya, Finance 

 

India 

Mrunalini Pendse, Projects Manager 

Shilpa, Social Worker 

Priya Alhat, Social Worker 

 

Sierra Leone 

Sheku Seymour-Wilson, Projects Manager 

Francis Sesay, Teacher 

Alimatu Jusu, Teacher  

Huratulai Bah, Field Coordinator 

Amanda Ward, Intern  

Abu-Bakarr Sesay, Outreach Coordinator  

Francess Barlay, Cook  

Kadiatu Kargbo, Cook 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.facebook.com/unforgottenfund
mailto:amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org
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Advisory Board 

Anita Pandey, Education Specialist 

David Steckler, Geologist 

Rita Pandey, Grants 

Maitreyi Shankar, KKPKP (wastepicker union) 

Suman Gautam, Water Resources 

 

Volunteers 

Indira Kalvakolanu 

Anchal Shukla 

http://www.unforgotten.org/

