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This month we discuss the impact of the Ebola 

crisis on our operations in Sierra Leone.  Please 

join us in Washington DC on September 14 for the 

Navy-Air Force Half Marathon & 5 Miler!  And 

please sign a petition to support our union of 

wastepickers in Pune, India.  We have begun 

planning operations in Nepal.  We would also like 

to welcome our newest board member—Amare.  As 

always, thank you for your support!  

 

 

 

 

 
The Ebola virus started in Guinea on December 2013 

and has since spread to Liberia and Sierra Leone.  

The first reported case of the virus in Sierra Leone 

was confirmed in May 2014 in the Kailahun district 

located on the eastern region of the country.  

 

 
 

A sick woman from Guinea, who contracted the 

disease transmitted the virus unknowingly.  The 

woman’s family took her to their local herbalist but 

her condition worsened and she eventually died.  The 

herbalist along with two other villagers who had 

helped nurse the sick woman also came down with 

Ebola and died a few days later.  

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT REACTION 

According to updates from the Ministry of Health 

and Sanitation there have been 500 confirmed cases 

of Ebola as of July 29, 2014.  Of these cases, 129 

patients have survived and were discharged from the 

hospital.  About 167 patients have died from the 

disease and 80 patients are still being treated at an 

Ebola treatment center in Kenema, Sierra Leone.     
 

The disease spreads 

through contact 

with blood and 

other body fluids.  

Most of the new 

cases have occurred 

among those who 

were taking care of sick relatives or preparing an 

infected body for burial.  The outbreak has also 

claimed the lives of many hospital workers, leading 

to a heavy toll on the country’s already strained 

healthcare system.  Recently, four hospital members 

including Dr. Sheik Umar Khan, a physician who led 

the fight against the Ebola virus, contracted the 

disease and subsequently died.  Scores of hospital 

staff members have stopped going to work for fear of 

contracting the virus.   
 

The government has taken several measures to curb 

the spread of the disease.  A state of emergency has 

been declared and authorities have initiated house 

checks in an effort to find individuals who may be 

infected.  Public gatherings have been prohibited 

and checkpoints have been established at the 

country’s borders to test for the disease.  

 

With the help of civil and healthcare workers, the 

government has also organized workshops to raise 

awareness about the disease and how to prevent it.  

At these workshops, informational pamphlets, gloves, 

chlorine, and other sanitizers are being distributed.  

The government has also set up tanks filled with 

THE PREVALENT STATE OF EBOLA 

IN SIERRA LEONE 
By Huratulai Bah, Project Manager, Sierra Leone 

 

Many healthcare 

workers stopped going 

to work for fear of 

contracting the virus. 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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chlorine in markets and main streets to encourage 

people to wash their hands frequently.  

  

REACTION TO THE DISEASE 

Despite efforts to raise awareness about the disease, 

many citizens believe that the threat is politically 

motivated.  The area affected by the disease is a 

stronghold for the Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP), 

the opposition 

group in the region.  

In this region, there 

is a strong belief 

that the 

government is 

spreading the 

disease to destroy 

the opposition and 

extract money from NGOs and the international 

community.  Those who are sick often do not seek 

medical attention out of fear that they will be injected 

with the virus and die instantly once they are 

admitted to the hospital.  Some also believe that if 

they exhibit symptoms associated with Ebola such as 

vomiting or diarrhea, hospital staff will conclude that 

they have the disease and they will be abandoned and 

left to die.  Misinformation often causes those that 

are Ebola positive to flee and further spread the virus 

to previously unaffected regions. 

 

The few that have survived are often stigmatized. A 

radio station in Sierra Leone reported on a case of a 

woman abandoning her husband after he was 

diagnosed with the disease.  The man was treated and 

returned to his home only to find that no one would 

come near him even though he is no longer 

contagious.  Families that have had members die 

from Ebola are often ostracized by their own 

communities.   
 

 

 

WHAT IS THE UNFORGOTTEN DOING TO 

HELP? 

The Unforgotten team in Sierra Leone has focused 

their efforts on raising awareness about the disease.  

For safety of the staff, the organization has limited 

their work in the 

field but continues 

their office duties. 

Currently, the 

children in the 

bridge school are on 

break, and the 

mothers have been 

given a month’s supply of food for their families.  

Once the crisis abates, we plan to enroll six children 

into private schools – the ones in our bridge program 

that are ready to begin.   

 

In order to stay updated on the current state of the 

virus and government’s reaction to the outbreak, the 

Sierra Leone team has attended informational 

meetings.  They are also working closely with NGO 

and CBO partners to raise awareness and provide 

sponsored mothers with information and resources to 

help prevent the disease.  

 

 

HERO’S WELCOME FOR AMANDA WARD: 

OUR SIERRA LEONE INTERN! 

The Unforgotten team would like to welcome home 

Amanda Ward, a graduate student from Cornell 

University who was brave enough to volunteer to go 

and serve the wastepicker families in Sierra Leone.  

Despite the Ebola outbreak, Amanda was able to 

make tremendous progress in several areas.  She 

drafted an evaluation plan to assess the efficacy of 

our program services, created an action plan for 

business training, identified and met with potential 

NGO and government partners, helped the mothers in 

our Self Help Groups draft business plans, helped 

apply for grants and planned the course curriculum.  

Those who are sick often 

do not go to the hospital 

out of fear that they will 

be injected with the virus 

and die instantly once 

they are admitted.  

The Unforgotten team in 

Sierra Leone is raising 

awareness and 

distributing resources to 

help prevent the disease.  

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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The Unforgotten would like to thank Amanda for her 

services to the organization and we look forward to 

her continued participation in the charity’s work.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

For over 14 years, activists in India have been fighting 

with the Ministry of Justice to allow children of waste- 

pickers to gain access to the Pre-Matric Scholarship.  

This scholarship grants each child approximately Rs 

1850 ($30 US) per year for school related expenses.  

When it was originally formulated in 1978, the 

scholarship provided financial assistance to children 

engaged in “unclean occupations”.  However, the 

government did not recognize wastepicking as an 

unclean activity.  Due to continued activism, the 

scholarship was finally extended to children of 

wastepickers by the state of Maharashtra from 2002-

2004.  However, access to the scholarship was 

discontinued in subsequent years after the central 

government took over the program.  It was not until 

May of 2013 that the government again recognized 

wastepicking in the unclean occupation category.  

Despite the fact that 14 months have passed since this 

resolution, the government of Maharashtra has yet to 

extend the scholarship benefits to wastepickers.     

 

 
 

The Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari Panchyat (KKPKP) is 

a trade union of wastepickers, and is our partner in Pune, 

India.  KKPKP has been lobbying for the rights of 

wastepickers, and estimates that the loss of scholarships 

has affected approximately 60,000 wastepickers this 

past year.  Without government assistance, children of 

wastepickers are often unable to pay modest school fees 

and are forced to drop out of school.  On July 25
th
, 2014, 

over 500 members of  KKPKP  staged a protest outside 

the Social Welfare Commissioner’s Office against the 

inaction of the government.  KKPKP has also issued an 

online petition seeking immediate extension of the 

scholarship rights to children of waste pickers.  If you 

would like to sign the petition please click on the 

following link.  

 

 

Nepal is one of the poorest countries in the world, with 

an estimated 40 percent of the population living below 

the poverty line.  The government is largely 

dysfunctional and corruption is rampant.  The country is 

the size of Tennessee with a population of more than 30 

million.  It is also one of the most culturally diverse 

societies, where more than 32 different languages are 

spoken.  The tourism industry has flourished in the 

country because of the spectacular landscape and 

diverse culture. 

 

 

 EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 

ACCESS FOR WASTEPICKERS  
By Maitreyi Shankar, Board Advisor, India 

 

 NEPAL: A PATH FORWARD  
By Shailaja (Sally) Brady, Chair, Nepal Committee 

 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.change.org/en-IN/petitions/shri-prithviraj-chavan-notify-the-inclusion-of-wastepickers-children-in-the-scheme-pre-matriculation-scholarship-for-children-of-those-engaged-in-unclean-occupations-immediately-and-implement-it-w-r-e-f-june-2013?recruiter=45016543&utm_campaign=signature_receipt&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
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Kathmandu, the capital, is a sprawling city with a 

population of more than 5 million.  People from the 

mountainous regions migrate there searching for 

economic prosperity.  Rapid urban growth is taking 

place without basic infrastructure in place, such as 

adequate water or sanitation facilities.  The city is 

vulnerable to water scarcity during drought, and the 

spread of waterborne pathogens during floods expose 

millions of people to disease epidemics.  Only about 40 

percent of the population has access to electricity and 

this is mostly in urban areas such as Kathmandu.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nepal’s issues and problems provide a key opportunity 

to set up projects, however there are many challenges, 

including maneuvering through bureaucratic hurdles.  

As we explore a path towards establishing projects and 

eventually an Unforgotten Country Office in Nepal, 

Amit and I met with Neeva Pradhan, the Executive 

Director of the Daya Foundation.  The foundation is a 

non-profit 

organization 

(NGO) based in 

Kathmandu and 

is largely 

involved in 

providing 

healthcare and 

education to the 

underprivileged 

in Nepal.  Health projects include providing safer 

birthing environments, setting up dental clinics, raising 

awareness about certain conditions such as HIV and 

AIDS, and providing care for the elderly.  

 

Education projects include scholarships to encourage 

women to pursue higher education, providing mid-day 

meals to underprivileged children, and establishing 

clean drinking water systems in schools.  The three of us 

discussed the various projects that The Unforgotten is 

involved in, and what type of opportunities may exist in 

Nepal.  With the guidance from an established NGO like 

the Daya Foundation, we look forward to working in 

Nepal and helping the underprivileged. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

RUN FOR THE UNFORGOTTEN 
Navy-Air Force Half Marathon & Navy 5 Miler 

September 14, 2014 
 

 
 

The Unforgotten is proud to participate in this year’s 

Navy-Air Force Half Marathon/Navy 5 Miler and 

would love your support.  The race will be held in the 

National Mall in Washington DC on September 14, 

2014.  Runners can participate in either the half-

marathon (13.1miles) or in the Navy 5 miler.   

 

The race is a unique event that exemplifies the 

strength and resilience of the wastepicker families 

that The Unforgotten represents.  Please join our 

efforts to raise awareness for the organization’s 

mission, by joining as a runner or as a volunteer.  For 

more information please visit the 

navyairforcehalfmarathon.com.  Online registration 

will be open until September 11, 2014.  Those who 

are interested in registering with The Unforgotten 

team please contact Amit Kapadia at: 

amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org.   
 

 

 

The Unforgotten seeks  

to help wastepickers in 

Nepal by partnerning 

with established NGOs, 

like the Daya 

Foundation.  

http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.navyairforcehalfmarathon.com/
mailto:amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org
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CLOSE UP: AMARE YIHUN  

 
 

The Unforgotten would like to introduce Amare Yihun, who just joined our Advisory Board. Amare is originally 

from Ethiopia and has recently moved to the United States.  Amare has over 13 years of public health experience 

with humanitarian and development projects in resource poor settings, particularly in Ethiopia.  Amare has worked 

for organizations such as International Medical Corps, Counterpart International, Fintrac Inc., Save the Children 

USA and Enhance Worldwide. 
 

Amare has provided technical leadership and strategic guidance for more than 11 local and international 

organizations to reach thousands of people living with HIV with the goal to improve the participants’ economic 

situations and nutritional health.  Amare has participated and served in economic technical committees and advisory 

groups to exchange experience, resources, and skills among Ethiopian USAID/PEPFAR partners.  While working at 

the Counter Part International as HIV/AIDS Program Manager, Amare maintained high level government 

relationships, coordinated key partnerships with relevant partners, donors and stakeholders that resulted in effective 

program implementation. He has broad experiences in areas that included planning, programmatic guidance, 

implementation, budget tracking, evaluation, reporting, and technical staffs’ supervision that resulted in increased 

HIV/AIDS knowledge for more than 160,000 individuals. 
 

Amare holds a master’s of science degree in  Microbiology from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia; a post graduate 

diploma in Sexual and Reproductive Health Research from the Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and 

Research, Geneva, Switzerland; and a bachelor’s of science degree in Biology from Dilla University. He also 

completed the Advanced Project development and Management Program at the Human Rights and Justice Group, in 

Lagos, Nigeria. 

 

Amare will be helping The Unforgotten team with several key initiatives including leading our Zambia program, 

building collaborations with larger charities such as Save the Children, and helping us apply for USAID grants.  We 

are very excited to have Amare onboard and look forward to working with him on many exciting projects. 
 

 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
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Thank you for reading this month’s Notes from The 

Unforgotten, and thank you for making this work 

possible! 

 

Our Goals:  

 Providing clean food and water, shelter, 

schooling and a future to mothers and 

children living in extreme poverty 

 Working towards the UN Millennium 

Development Goals  

 

Links: visit us on our website or on Facebook 

 

Executive Director: Amit Kapadia 

amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org   

 

Editor of “Notes from the Unforgotten”:  

Devjani Saha 

 

To reach us by mail:  

3709 Grosvenor Drive  

Ellicott City, MD, 21042 USA  

 

To reach us by phone: 1-443-668-2648  

 

Board Officers:  
Amit Kapadia, President 

William Wicker, Vice President 

Eeshaan Asaikar, Treasurer 

 

Board Committees: 
Sierra Leone: Madina &Amina AlHarazim, Chairs 

India: Vandana Naik, Chair 

           Dhriti Nayyar, Ashwini Jog, Rani Varma  

Zambia: Ashley Bratton, Chair 

Nepal: Sally Brady, Chair, Laura Muhs 

Finance: Chang Long Hung 

Capital Projects: Rame Hemstreet  

Public Relations: Devjani Saha, Angella Brown 

Fundraising: Jude Soundar 

 

County Offices:  
 

Zambia 

Rabecca Musonda, Projects Manager 

Kangwa Chewe, Social Worker 

Alex Machiya, Finance 

 

India 

Mrunalini Pendse, Projects Manager 

Shilpa, Social Worker 

Priya Alhat, Social Worker 

 

Sierra Leone 

Huratulai Bah, Projects Manager 

Mabinty Sesay, Field Coordinator 

Francis Sesay, Teacher 

Alimatu Jusu, Teacher  

Amanda Ward, Intern  

Abu-Bakarr Sesay, Outreach Coordinator  

Francess Barlay, Cook  

Kadiatu Kargbo, Cook 

 

Advisory Board 

Amare Yihun, Zambia, Grants 

Anita Pandey, Education Specialist 

David Steckler, Geologist 

Rita Pandey, Grants 

Maitreyi Shankar, KKPKP (wastepicker union) 

Suman Gautam, Water Resources  

 

Volunteers 

Indira Kalvakolanu 

Anchal Shukla 

Manan Yajnik 

 

http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.unforgotten.org/
http://www.facebook.com/unforgottenfund
mailto:amit.kapadia@unforgotten.org

