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I would like to take this opportunity to thank our generous donors, and our dedicated volunteers 
and staff, who have worked tirelessly for the benefit of the extreme poor struggling to exist in this 
world.  Because of the global economic downturn, the year 2010 was indeed a difficult one for 
the world’s extreme poor.  But we were pleased to see the generosity of donors continue in these 
trying times, and because of that generosity, we are able to report to you our accomplishments 
for the year.

The Unforgotten Fund (UNFF) was founded to contribute to, in a small way, the global effort to 
reach the UN Millennium Development Goals.  We focus on improving access to safe drinking 
water, increasing enrollment in primary school, and eradicating extreme poverty.  Whereas some 
emerging countries, such as China and India, have made considerable progress in reaching those 
goals, other areas of the world, such as Subsaharan Africa, are falling even further behind.  It is for 
this reason, UNFF, in 2010, made a considerable effort to extend our work into Subsaharan Africa.

Undoubtedly, UNFF is a small organization, when compared to other larger charities.  But, because 
of that, we are able to dedicate almost all of the donations we receive towards projects that 
directly benefit the world’s extreme poor.  In 2010:

• UNFF completed a rainwater harvesting project in Wangni, India, in the state of Maharashtra.  
The project provides a safe drinking water supply to the hill top village that previously faced 
acute water shortages during the dry season.  Previously, during the dry season, women and 
children made long journeys through mountainous trails to fetch water.

• UNFF continued the sponsorship of 31 children whose families earn a living by wastepicking, 
i.e. scavenging through trash for items of value, in Pune, India.  These are primary school aged 
children that were previously unable to attend school because they helped their families earn 
a living by wastepicking.

• In coordination with the Mininstry of Community Development in Zambia (Subsaharan Africa), 
UNFF visited several villages in/around Lusaka, for the purpose of identifying a location for a 
water project.  The village of Ngwerere was selected for a borehole/handpump installation.  The 
drinking water from the shallow wells used by this village was of very poor quality, and cholera 
would often break out during the rainy season.

• UNFF identified children in Lusaka, Zambia that were living on a landfill, wastepicking, instead 
of going to school.  We began the process of enrolling them in school, and working with their 
mothers to improve their ability to earn a living.

We are encouraged by the progress we have made in improving the lives of some of the underprivileged 
of this world.  We remain humbled by their resiliency.  We look forward to watching the children 
grow up, and succeed in school.  We admire their mothers, as they work towards becoming self-
sufficient.  We are impressed by the village water committees, as they take responsibility for 
maintaining their new water supplies.  

The year 2011 will surely present us with challenges, but with continued donor support, and the 
limitless energies of our staff and volunteers, we will just as surely rise to meet them.

Respectfully,

Amit Kapadia
Executive Director
The Unforgotten Fund

DEAR STAKEHOLDERS,
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Who  We  Are: 

THE UNFORGOTTEN 
FUND                              

At the Unforgotten Fund (UNFF), our 
overarching mission is to provide assistance 
and support to impoverished individuals, 
families, and communities 
in the developing world. 
Guided by a commitment 
to working toward the UN 
Millennium Development 
Goals, we have focused 
our efforts on the promise 
to increase access to 
safe drinking water, 
achieve universal primary 
education, and eradicate 
extreme poverty (by 
helping those who earn 
less than $1 US per day). 

UNFF is managed by volunteers to ensure 
low-to-no overhead and united through a 
shared passion for helping those in need.  In 
2010, UNFF worked to build infrastructure 
and provide educational assistance with 
projects and partnerships in both India and 
Zambia. 

In each of these locations, our project 
managers have worked to provide 
educational assistance to the children 

“UNFF is managed by 
volunteers to ensure 

low-to-no overhead and 
united through a shared 

passion for helping those 
in need.”

of impoverished families working as 
wastepickers. 

Through tuition assistance, stipends, and 
microlending efforts, 
we have attempted to 
incentivize parents 
towards an investment in 
their childrens’ education 
and opportunities beyond 
the landfill. 

The Unforgotten Fund 
has also worked to 
ensure that impoverished 
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THE UNFORGOTTEN 
FUND                              

communities in India and Zambia have 
access to safe drinking water.  Several 
projects including water harvesting efforts 
and the installation of boreholes and 
handpumps were undertaken over the 
course of 2010. 

The year 2010 was marked by many 
successes for the Unforgotten Fund and 
those it seeks to help, but there have been 
many obstacles and challenges along the 
way.  Yet, through determination, the 
commitment of a skilled and dedicated 
staff, and the assistance of our partners in 
the private and non-profit communities we 
have followed through on our projects and 
goals.  There is still a long road ahead, and 
while we are encouraged by the progress, 
the need remains absolutely daunting. 
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Wangni, India
RAINWATER HARVESTING

For those who live in the hill-top village of 
Wangni, in the state of Maharashtra, India, 
water is very scarce during the dry months.  
Flow subsides, and the nearest water source 
would retreat to 4 to 5 kilometers away 
from households, an ardorous distance over 
difficult terrain.  Villagers lacked a method 
to capture the plentiful water during the rainy 
season, for use during times of need.

The Unforgotten Fund helped to fund and construct 
a rainwater harvesting system suited to the variable 
climate of the region.  Utilizing the roofs of two 
preexisting homes, we constructed a gutter system to 
capture rainwater - less likely to be contaminated than 
water available from ground sources - for storage in 
a 38,000 gallon concrete tank.  The stored water now 
provides each of the 60 people in the area with 5 liters 
of safe and clean drinking water per day during the 
dry season.  This will not only save the women and 
children in the village from dangerous labor, but also 
reduce the risk of infectious disease. 

The furthest home is now only 25 meters 
away from a water source, saving hours in 
round-trip travel time.

March
April
May
July

August

Tank construction & inauguration

Tank curing, plumbing installation

Training on long-term system 
management

Training on disinfection and filter 
maintenance

Community training on rooftop 
maintenance

Project leader Atul Inamdar and his 
team
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Previously, villagers in Wangni used unsafe 
springs and ponds for their drinking water 
supply.  Springs were their main source of water, 
but they went dry in February.  This spring 
(right) was a source of drinking water for the 
villagers, but it is drying year after year.  Water 
now seeps very slowly, and it takes hours to fill 
the small container.

During the summer months, after the springs 
and ponds were dry, women made long journeys 
(4 to 5 km) through mountainous trails to fetch 
water.

In addition to water scarcity, the quality of water 
from the springs and ponds posed a serious 
health concern.

To provide the village with a safe, and 
continuous, source of drinking water, The 
Unforgotten Fund installed a rainwater 
harvesting system.  Roofs serve as a catchment 
system, and water is stored in a concrete cistern.

A charcoal filter was installed between the roofs 
and the concrete tank to clean the water prior 
to storage (picture on bottom right).  The total 
cost of the project was $3,000 US.  The project 
was initiated in March 2009 with studies, 
and the construction was completed in mid-
2010.  The village will assume maintenance 
responsibilities, with the village chief in charge 
of the newly established water committee.  
UNFF will maintain a continued presence to 
esnure that the tank does not leak and that the 
water quality continues to be safe for drinking. 
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In 2010, The Unforgotten Fund also began 
to establish the framework for future 
drinking water projects in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.  We used funds to hire contractors 
for drilling a well in the semi-urban village 
of Ngwerewe, Zambia.  In this region, 
shallow wells are common, as the water 
table is easily accessible.  Droughts are not 
an issue.  However, water quality is very 
poor from these shallow wells, and cholera 
usually breaks out in the rainy season.  And 
unfortunately, many of these shallow wells 
are near pit latrines, causing contamination.

After discussion with community members, 
local drillers, geologists and government 
officials, it was decided that a deep borehole 
and handpump would be the best solution 
for Ngwerewe.  The community also 
requested that the handpump be installed 
near their women’s shelter and health clinic.  
Situating the pump there would provide a 
source of water for users of those facilities as 
well as the nearby community.

Prior to selecting Ngwerewe, in 2010, The 
Unforgotten Fund visited several prospective 
sites near Lusaka, including the villages 
of Kabanana and Valley View.  Ultimately, 
we selected the village of Ngwerewe - a 
community with a population of 7,000.

P
lanning fo

r w
o

rk in subsaharan africa  

Shallow well

Latrine near shallow well

Ngwerere water committee Health clinic near proposed site
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For many children, the opportunities that come 
through education remain an impossible dream 
thwarted by prohibitive costs and the needs of 
their families.  Often, these youths are forced to 
earn a living by rummaging through trash and 
refuse for sellable scraps.  Suffering through 
malnutrition, unacceptable health risks, and 
physical danger, they work hard to provide 
what they can for their mothers, fathers, sisters, 
and brothers.  But in doing so, they often 
forego schooling.

May

July

August

November

UNFF provides $1,228 to sponsor 
children at the Sangamner 
Orphanage in India. 

UNFF spends $650 on school 
supplies for sponsored child 
wastepickers in India.

UNFF spends an additional $400 
on school supplies for sponsored 
child wastepickers in India. 

Maharashtra, India: 

The Unforgotten Fund began Project “Pick 
Up School!” in India to provide schooling and 
meals for these child wastepickers.  Because 
of the success of the program in India, in 
2010, UNFF launched a similar program in 
Zambia.  In this program, UNFF provides 
stipends and support to primary school age 
youths in an effort to incentivize education 
over wastepicking.  Through coordination with 
local organizations, such as the Kagad Kach 
Patra Kashtakari Panchayat, we assist child 
wastepickers who are less than 10 years of age 
and in danger of not completing primary school 
due to financial concerns. 

UNFF provides a further $1,200 
for educational sponsorships at 
Sangamner Orphanage.

PROJECT PICK UP       
SCHOOL                         
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In 2010, in India, UNFF sponsored the 
education of 31 children whose families earn 
a living by wastepicking.  The cost of the 
sponsorship totaled $1,050 US for the entire 
year.

UNFF is pleased to report that all of the 
sponsored children attended school throughout 
the year.  Sponsored children that come from 
abused homes, have been enrolled in boarding 
school.  Sushant and Shubham for example 
are enrolled at Maher, where they not only 
receive a formal education, but also learn how 
to grow food, and produce artwork.  Others, 
such as Balaji, are enrolled in public school and 
continue to live at home with their mothers.

In 2010, in India, the Unforgotten also paid 
$2,428 US to cover the educational expenses of 
33 primary school age girls at the Bal Shikshan 
Mandal’s Kamlabai Bhaskarro Gadgil Balrugha 
Orphanage in Sangamner.

In-country staff (Maitreyi, Neha and Dipanita) 
routinely visited with the children, their 
mothers, and school officials to address any 
issues that surfaced.  Many of our sponsored 
children have health issues (such as AIDS), and 
our staff are instrumental in making sure they 
receive the medical care they need.

Project Lead Maitreyi Shankar (right) with 
Poornima Chikarmane (head of KKPKP Pune)

Shobha Sathe.  Ms. Sathe is one of the 
wastepickers whose child we are sponsoring.

Balaji (sponsored child) 
at home

Welcome by Maher students.
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Lusaka, Zambia

In Lusaka, Zambia, The Unforgotten Fund, in 
2010, identifed children and their mothers living 
at a landfill (pictured above) to sponsor.  These 
children, and their mothers, would rummage 
through the landfill looking for food to eat, and for 
some items to sell.  They live in dwellings made 
of plastic bags, and bring bags of waste to their 
homes. 

We are grateful to Bwafwano, a local NGO 
in Zambia, for helping us identify the child 
wastepickers.  In 2010, we identified thirteen 
deserving children and their seven motivated 
mothers to sponsor. 

Wastepickers can be found in many developing countries.  
At the Unforgotten Fund, we focus our attention on 
these extreme poor, who are living on the very edge of 
existence.  These individuals earn less than $1 US per 
day and are living in extreme poverty.  Going forward, 
the focus of our water projects, education projects, and 
microlending projects will be for their benefit.  Our ultimate 
aim is to make these individuals self-reliant, and not 
dependent upon UNFF for continued support.  In doing so, 
we also hope to make a contribution to the global effort to 
reach the UN Millennium Development Goals.
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We would like to offer our special thanks 
to the hundreds of federal employees 
that donated to our charity during the 
Combined Federal Campaign in 2009 and 
2010.  It is this generosity that enables our 
work!  Our CFC Code is 87509.  Please 
continue to support us!

We would also like to dedicate our water 
harvesting project to the loving memory 
of Ms. Biljana Kao.   
www.unforgotten.info

We would also like to acknowledge 
our corporate sponosors that provided 
matching grants:

Citizens Financial Group
The Royal Bank of Scotland Group
Suntrust Bank
JPMorgan Chase

We would also like to thank Geoffrey and 
Jordan for creating this annual report.

And we would like to offer our sincere 
appreciation to the many volunteers that 
make our work possible.
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2010 Expenses
The Unforgotten Fund

Water Projects
$8,048

Child Sponsorship
$4,525

Project-Related 
Travel $3,282

Total Expenses: $17,061 US.

All donated funds go directly to projects.  Our charity is 
managed entirely by volunteers.  Our Board of Directors receive 
no compensation.  Our officers receive no compensation.  Our 
Executive Director receives no compensation.

Other 
$1,206 
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  STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND
  CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

  REVENUE:

 Donations:       $25,727

  EXPENSES:

 Program Expenses: 
  Children sponsorship India:  $3,478
  Children sponsorship Africa:  $1,047
  Water Projects India:   $3,000
  Water Projects Africa   $5,047     
 Total Program Expenses:    $12,572
         Project Related Travel:     $3,282
 Project Related IT:     $166
 Project Related Office Expenses:  $1,041
 TOTAL EXPENSES:    $17,061

  OTHER INCOME:
 Interest Income:     $33   

  CHANGE IN NET ASSETS    $8,699
  NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR $7,087
  NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR   $15,786
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